
 

 

MINUTES OF  
MOLASH PARISH COUNCIL  

On Thursday 12
th

  September 2019 @ 7.30pm 
 

Attendees: Sarah Williams (Chair), Kim Lowe (Vice Chair), Delenda James, Chris Drage, 
Tony Dodd 
Apologies:  The clerk 
Also present: Five members of the public and ABC Ward Member Charles Dehnel 
 
   
1. Apologies    
The Clerk – another commitment 
 
2. Minutes of the last meeting. 
The minutes were read and it was unanimously resolved to accept 
them as a true and fair representation of the meeting. 
 
3. Introduction of the newly elected Ashford Borough Council 
ward member – Cllr Charles Dehnel 
 
4.  Matters for discussion 

a. From minutes – some items may be found on both matters 
and minutes: 
The hedges have been cut back on Shottenden Lane 
The mirror at the Church Lane/A252 junction is in the process 
of being erected 
The noise complaint on Church Lane has been attended to. 

b. Discuss our proposals for Neighbourhood Watch. This is a 
membership scheme. We are able to provide information and 
window stickers to residents. There is a new service 
promoting dustbin stickers. The Parish Questionnaire will 
include a question as to whether parishioners want to sign up 
to the scheme. We would need more NHW co-ordinators. 

c. Decision on Coffee morning date etc.  The date was set as 
9th November, 10am to 12 noon 
Action – Check hall available 

d. Molash Matters Facebook page. The aim is to create a 
village Facebook page. Discussion was had re the benefits v. 
time, of having an open page that allows members’ 
comments. 
Action – Contact Challock PC to find out how their page 
works/operates. 

e. Further discussion about a Molash Newsletter 
Await progression until questionnaire is completed to assess 
if parishioners would like a quarterly newsletter. 

f. Further discussion on the Website 
A quote was obtained from a private company to set up a new 
website. Ashford Web Services set up and host websites. Set 
up costs £700 (payable in one or two instalments) If they 
continue to run the website the charge will be £35 per hour. 
Discussion was held about the expertise in the PC to be able 
to set up the web site.. 
Action – decide if we should set up a new website and pay, or 
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adapt the one we have.  
Council to come up with ideas for a website – audience 
member agreed to assist. 

g. Forester – Molash Matters page – advert for Painting 
competition 
The Chair will be adding a page to the Forester under Molash 
Matters with an advert for the painting competition, the theme 
for which to be “Images of VE Day”, in any medium. To be 
judged by John Harvey on 9th April 2020. Cut off date for 
entries to be 1st April, the exhibits to be displayed in the 
village hall. 

h. Developing ideas for VE Day 75th Anniversary celebration 
for 9th May 2020 (Possible date). 
The Chair has contacted a Lindy Hop Troop  for a dance 
demonstration. 
Action – Confirm hall available 

i. Decision on Calendar theme for this year. 
Agreed – Close up images 

j. Discussion about Questionnaire and GDPR 
A brief discussions ensued, but to date no drafts have been 
prepared 
Action – The Chair to pull sample questionnaire together with 
a 1st October aim date. To deliver with The Forester, although 
it is aimed to knock on doors to speak to the parishioners.  

 
5. Planning  

a. Foodari – Report from Charles Dehnel – Tony Jarvis is now 
heading up the enforcement team. TJ believes that something 
has fallen through the net. Our last correspondence from ABC 
was in December 2017, no update received since then. CD 
said he would update at the next meeting. 

b. Northdown House application and discussion with owners.  
Application ref: 19/01084/AS 
The site was purchase in 2013, with the intention of 
continuing its use as a care home. KCC then informed them 
that learning disabilities could no longer operate in rural 
locations. The property has been on the market, and is 
currently vacant. The caretaker has been threatened and the 
property broken into.  
Ms. White and her husband approached ABC Planning 
department and ABC suggested three houses with one 
access drive. 
This is an area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The woodland 
adjoining the site would either be sold with one of the 
properties or retained by the owners. No action has been 
taken to see if the property could be converted. 
The Council then discussed the pros and cons of this 
development, with each councillor giving their views. They 
agreed that the site needs to be developed. 
However, the Council was spilt between converting the 
existing buildings and the proposal as submitted for 
consideration. 
It was resolved the Council will object to this application. 
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6.  Comments from Charles Dehnel 

- a. A252 Development. Forward looking investment rather 

than a retrospective investment after accidents. £2.1m pilot 

scheme. There was a discussion about the effectiveness of 

paint over cameras. 

- b. Is the flooding issue on Church Lane going to be picked up 

by the A252 improvement plan – The chair will speak to KCC 

Highways to seek a resolution. 

 

7. Correspondence  

a. Complaint received from a Pound Lane resident that the 

PROW Footpath from The Street to Church Lane is 

overgrown. This has been passed to Roger Mudge (PROW 

representative) for action. 

b. PCSO report – Three local crimes mentioned: 

Criminal damage  

Burglary  

Attempted burglary 

c. Shadoxhurst PC Survey into Non-compliance issues not 

being dealt with by ABC in a timely manner has been 

completed and returned. 

 

8. Any other Information 

a. KALC report – no items to report. 

b. A252 safety improvements – dealt with earlier. 

 
 
9. New items of information from the councillors 

- 500th Henry VIII’s Cloth of Gold, As Henry VIII has links to 
Witherling Court, it was wondered if Molash should mark the 
occassion. No action – Charing are doing something.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The meeting closed at 9.40 
 
Next meeting Thursday 10th October  2019 at 7.30pm    
 
Molash website: www.molashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk 
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http://www.molashpc.kentparishes.gov.uk/

