
 

 

 MINUTES OF  
MOLASH PARISH COUNCIL  

On Thursday 14
th

  October  2021 @ 7.30pm 
 

Attendees: Sarah Williams (Chair), Graham Wethered, Julia Phebey, Tony Dodd and 
Angela Goodsell.  
Apologies:   
Also present: Geoff Meadon (ABC Ward Member) and two members of the public. 
 
   
 
1. Apologies for Absence – Tony Dodd medical appointment 

 
2. Minutes of the last meeting. 
The minutes were read and it was unanimously resolved to accept 
them as a true and fair representation of the meeting. 
 
3.  Matters for discussion 

a. From minutes September  2021 – 8.2 The young resident 
has applied to the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme with her 
proposals to help in village life and should hear back by 23rd 
October 2021. 

b. Church Noticeboard – The locks have seized up. A cost to 
repair/replace the locks and hinges is to be sought and will 
be funded by MPC. 

c. Parking bays – SW spoke to a resident and he didn’t think 
anyone would take any notice of new signs. The law prohibits 
the erection of signs saying cars will be clamped. The crux of 
the matter lies around implementing any measures 
introduced to discourage parking by non-residents or their 
visitors. Parking Permits to be issued and revised signage 
installed. Clerk to ask Friends of Kingswood to change the 
wording on their website where it says parking can be used 
by walkers using their route guide.  

d. Ruck Charity – Origins Simon & Sarah Ruck left a sum of 
money C1672 to purchase a plot of land, to generate income 
for the poor of the village. The land is known locally as 
Stoneacres. The plot size is somewhere in the region of 3 to 
4 acres, situated on Shottenden Road. 

e. Remembrance Sunday – Geoff Jenkins advised that there 
will be a church service in the hall, hopefully conducted by 
the vicar. The congregation would then move on to the 
Memorial for the act of Remembrance. Wreath ordered. 

f. Forge House/no. 1, The Street -  The PROW Footpath 
between the two properties needs clearing from both sides. 
There are protruding rose briars from the No 1 side and Ivy 
growth from Forge House side, as well a general ground 
growth. Clerk to write to both residents requesting they 
address this issue. 

g. Christmas Tree committee – It was decided that a 
committee would be formed to coordinate the erection and 
decoration of the tree. AG and JP volunteered. The first 
weekend in December is the target date. 
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h. Pound Lane speed limit – A resident has mentioned how 
fast the traffic is along this lane and has asked for a speed 
limit to be introduced. GM to enquire as to how this could be 
done. Highways to be contacted to ask if  warning signs 
could be erected. 

 
 
4.    Geoff Meadon’s Report – Foodari. Joanne Alexander is now 

handling the case following the retirement of Tony Jarvis. 
She admits that Foodari are not staying within their planning 
permission requirements, they are repeatedly exceeding the 
limit on the number of HGVs accessing the site. SW gave a 
brief history of the site. GM to go back to JA. 
New fence installed on Pound Lane – A farm fence has 
been put up, in the opinion of a local resident, too close to 
the lane. The fence has meant the loss of off road parking. 
Council explained that this parking area was not a right and 
had been utilised at the discretion of the land owner. The 
fence is, in the opinion of the council, properly positioned to 
gain full use of the field and to deter access by trespassers.  

 
5.    Planning  

1. Bagshot House. An appeal has been lodged against the 
ABC recent refusal. MPC support this, SW to prepare a case. 

2. Forge House – It has been noticed that new chimney has 
been installed at the rear of the house. 

3. Foodari – Lorry movements in and out of the site still 
exceeds the limit imposed by ABC. 8 lorries a day is the 
average. 

4. Elmwood, Church Lane 21/01678/AS – MPC raises no 
objections.  

 
6. Correspondence: 

 Clair Bell (KCC representative) emailed to advise of frequent 
emails received from a resident of The Street concerning the 
speed of vehicles on the A252, requesting that a 30mph limit 
be implemented. She asked if MPC had heard from the 
Highways Officer concerning speed cameras. 

 ABC remittance advice advising of second payment of the 
parish precept.  

 Email from GM re Foodari – discussed above. 

 Advice of appeal from ABC concerning their refusal to grant 
planning permission for single storey extension at Bagshot 
House. See above. 

 OpusXenta – Digitising of church records to attend the SLCC 
Annual Conference. This prompted a discussion as to 
whether Molash records would benefit from this. All agreed 
(including GJ - Church Warden) to invite the local 
representative to demo its capabilities. 
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 CPRE – an invitation to join has been received (following our  
bank’s deletion of the DD mandate in error). GM gave us an 
outline of their local activities and it was agreed to re-join 

 KFRS/KALC Fire Hydrant Initiative – encouraging local 
councils to report any defects and water provision issues to 
KFRS (Kent Fire & Rescue Service). It was agreed that MPC 
would like to take part. 

 KALC AGM 13th November 2021 via Zoom – Those 
interested in attending are invited to register via Eventbrite by 
5th November. 
 

 
 

7.    Any other information: 
a). Flooding Church Lane – Puddle forming from the cottage at 

the top of the lane down to the entrance to the close, 
suspect soakaway blocked. KCC Highways attended and 
stayed two hours not the two days as they had advised. 

b). Speedwatch – Many sessions now done, with success. The 
last one resulted in twenty speeders being detected from 
164 vehicles. 

c). WW1 fallen commemorative plaques – ongoing research. 
d). Litter Pick –The Knockwood Lane meet had eight people 

attend, collecting two and a half bin bags of rubbish. 
e).  Website – To make the website more dynamic, news is 

going to feature on the home page. 
 

8. New items of information from Councillors 

1. The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee – ABC are to plant 

135,000 trees (one for each resident in the borough). MPC to 

request some for the village. 

2. Book Swap/Village Library – carried forward. 

4. Christmas Party – The idea was discussed of having 

Carol Singing around the tree on the green, then retiring to 

the Hall for a gathering. 

 

Any other business 

Defibrillator/CPR Training for the village. Other local village 

schemes to be looked at. 

 

The meeting closed at 21.25 
 
Next meeting of the council 11th November 2021 at 7.30pm 
 
www.molashpc.org.uk 
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